
Writing Effective Introductory Paragraphs 
and Thesis Statements: An Intervention

How to write a kickass introduction to your critique so as 
not to get a grade of 4 or lower



An essay is like a 
human being.

Essay Human 

Introduction Head/Face

Body Body

Conclusion Feet

Thesis 
Statement Eyes



A good introduction:
DO's DON'Ts

makes an impressive first 
impression with a solid 

argument

makes an impressive first 
impression with a cute 

statement (cliché)

features the context 
(historical and cultural) of 

the text being discussed

features the summary of 
the story 

gives the readers an 
overview of the 

arguments to be discussed

keeps the readers 
guessing and waiting for 
the 'climax' of the essay



An effective thesis 
statement contains:

• an interesting argument which will be discussed in 
the entire essay

• efficient and effective language and presentation of 
ideas

• at least two literary elements (one major, one 
supporting) which will be used to study textual 
evidences in the body

• a universal truth or big idea



A slightly disheartening and horrific tale of the 
intertwining emotions of both hate and love, 

Ryunosuke Akutagawa's "Kesa and Morito" reveals 
to all the rawness of true feelings and how hatred 

may just be caused by affection. Set in the midst of 
a night with the social backdrop of an honorable 

Japan, "Kesa and Morito" proves that behind every 
self-sacrifice a person makes, a hidden intent will 
never fail to present, and it just might be that one's 

reason for suffering is but self-serving.

Solid / 
interesting 
argument

Cultural / 
historical 
context

Overview / 
Preview

Literary 
Elements

Language & 
presentation

Universal 
truth / big 

idea
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes



Women, women, women. It is really 
mind-blowing that in most of the 

different stories in the book "Rashomon", 
they are always the ones being 

highlighted. Why is this? What is so 
mind-boggling about women?

Solid / 
interesting 
argument

Cultural / 
historical 
context

Overview / 
Preview

Literary 
Elements

Language & 
presentation

Universal 
truth / big 

idea

No No Yes No No No



Akutagawa wrote the tale "Kesa and 
Morito" as a means to state his point that 
man is weak and lost, as shown by the 

corruptibility and cowardice of the 
characters in the story.

Solid / 
interesting 
argument

Cultural / 
historical 
context

Overview / 
Preview

Literary 
Elements

Language & 
presentation

Universal 
truth / big 

idea

Yes No Yes Yes No Yes



"Kesa and Morito" delved into the minds 
of people contemplating death, love, and 

honor. It showed people's uncertainty 
towards the distinction of lust and love, 
the justness of taking one's life, and the 

true price of honor. It relied on its two 
main characters for this. The characters 

were well crafted because they were 
believable and dynamic.

Solid / 
interesting 
argument

Cultural / 
historical 
context

Overview / 
Preview

Literary 
Elements

Language & 
presentation

Universal 
truth / big 

idea

Yes No Yes Yes No Yes



The story talked about a man who lusted 
upon a married woman and had an 

adulterous relationship with her. She, on 
the other hand, couldn't bare the shame 
brought by that adultery, and was whole-
heartedly willing to end it not being the 
relationship, but the shame it brought it.

Solid / 
interesting 
argument

Cultural / 
historical 
context

Overview / 
Preview

Literary 
Elements

Language & 
presentation

Universal 
truth / big 

idea

No No No No No No


